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Extract  from 

Interrogation  of  Hideki  TOJO 

13  February  194^ 

p.  8-9 

4.  Who  requested  this  Imperial  Conference  of  July  1941* 

A.  Since  the  problem  of  stationing  troops  in  southern 

French  Indo-China  was  the  principal  problem,  it  may  have 
boon  the  War  Minister,  I  believe. 

(1.  Do  you  not  reoall  whether  or  not  you  called  this  meeting 
You'  were  War  Minister. 

A.  Actually,  1  think  I  probably  requested  it.  However,  things 
were  decided  usually  at  the  Liaison  Conferences  where  they 
were  deolded  praotioally  by  ooianon  oonsent.  You  asked  me 
who  requested  this  conference  and  I  oonnot  answer  because 
usually  the  War  Minister,  the  Navy  Minister,  Foreign  Minister, 
nnA  the  Premier  got  together  and  agreed  on  a  subjeot.  Then 
the  aotual  drafting  of  the  plan  was  left  to  the  three 
secretaries,  to  whom  1  have  referrod  in  previous  interviews. 
The  plan  was  then  presented  to  the  Liaison  Conference  from 
which  the  deoision  to  request  an  Imperial  Conference  might 
come.  Just  now  you  looked  very  solemn  when  you  askod  me 
the  question  of  who  oalled  the  conference.  It  was  called 
by  the  prooess  I  have  described,  but  the  responsibility  in 
connection  with  the  movement  of  troops  into  southern  Indo- 
China  was  my  responsibility  as  War  Minister.  It  is  distaste¬ 
ful  to  me  to  try  to  avoid  responsibility. 
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